BayBuzz Spending Survey – Final Results

BayBuzz has conducted a survey on ratepayer support for several major projects on the “wish lists” of local councils. Some projects have been well publicized; others have received less attention. And projects like these are often funded through a variety of means, including central government participation and monies from private investors or contributors. 

But each provides a good illustration of the kind of major infrastructure projects that are customary in Hawke’s Bay … and rarely compared in terms of their relative ratepayer support or priority.

Just three questions were in the survey:

1. Here are a few BIG spending projects that HB Councils are committed to or proposing. All costs are approximate, and not all costs would fall directly to HB ratepayers. Please give BayBuzz your opinion on which of these, if any, you favor.

	Project*
	Strongly Oppose
	Leaning Oppose
	Leaning Support
	Strongly Support
	Undecided

	Build Northern Arterial Route
	19%
	12%
	33%
	32%
	4%

	Build West Flaxmere homes
	24%
	21%
	28%
	19%
	8%

	Buy Ocean Beach land
	23%
	14%
	19%
	39%
	4%

	Rebuild HB Regional Hospital
	24%
	15%
	30%
	25%
	6%

	Build Regional Sports Park
	36%
	17%
	16%
	28%
	3%

	Redevelop Museum & Art Gallery
	24%
	29%
	32%
	13%
	2%

	Extend airport runway
	19%
	11%
	25%
	41%
	4%


*Here are full project descriptions as they appeared in survey:

1. Northern Arterial Route (connecting Havelock N to the Expressway) - $10 million

2. Building a new community of approx 150 sustainable, affordable homes, 1-4 bedrooms, in West Flaxmere - $20-30 million

3. Purchase prime land (Haupouri Flats) in Ocean Beach for preservation - $10 million

4. Completely rebuild HB Regional Hospital - $150 million

5. Build a Regional Sports Park in Hastings - $55 million

6. Redevelop the HB Museum & Art Gallery in Napier - $15 million

7. Extend the runway at Napier Airport - $10 million

2. If you could choose only ONE of these projects to proceed with, which would it be?

Buy Ocean Beach Land


23%

Extend airport runway



22%

Build Regional Sports Park


21%

Redevelop HB Regional Hospital

13%

Build Northern Arterial Road


11%

Build Flaxmere community


7%

Redevelop Museum & Art Gallery

4%

3. Some people say that instead of spending on big projects like these, it would be better to focus spending on improving day-to-day services and neighborhood amenities, or to save the money so as to take pressure off rates. Do you agree or disagree with those people?

Strongly agree

19%

Somewhat agree
31%

Total agree

50%
Somewhat disagree
22%

Strongly disagree
23%

Total disagree

45% 

Undecided

4%

A total of 256 individuals from throughout Hawke’s Bay completed the survey.

