5.
TUKITUKI MONITORING REVIEW REPORT

RECOMMENDATION:
1. 
Council receives the report titled “Review of Monitoring in the Tukituki Catchments Hawke’s Bay”. 

2. 
The Council instructs staff to consider the recommendations of this report when:

2.1 
Assessing the effectiveness of Council’s scientific monitoring and investigation programmes, including changes needed in Council’s scientific programmes – notably:

· Accommodating the need for investigative work on drivers of land use on water quality programmes and additional monitoring as identified in the review;

· Council will discuss in more detail the specific recommendations in the report and their implications for the Council science programme at the July Environmental Management meeting.

2. 2 
Council also wishes to reinforce the need to improve water quality and whole of catchment values including biodiversity and habitat, within the Tukituki Catchment and its tributaries by taking a fully integrated approach to the challenge, including a combination of: 

· Continuing with the riparian retirement and wetland initiatives on farms for sensitive watercourses as identified in the Ruataniwha Plains Water resources Investigation June 2003, with the aim of having completed this process for those priorities over the next five years. (Noting that some 50% of the target areas have already been treated through joint work between the Council and landowners).

· Systematically incorporating the concept of wetland management for nutrient stripping into the Council’s flood and drainage schemes with the first target for this process being the Upper Tukituki scheme and more specifically drainage systems from the more intensively farmed systems such as the Tukipo catchment. Noting the further investigative work and costing will need to be undertaken over the next month prior to initiating this type of work. Once wetlands are established it is proposed that scientific monitoring of their effectiveness be undertaken.
· Working with Central Hawke’s Bay District Council to investigate and initiate cost effective approaches to reduce or remove Oxidation pond discharges into the river from Waipukurau and Waipawa.

2.3 Continue to actively work with the Tukituki liaison group
 to develop shared understanding of the challenges and opportunities arising from these and other processes.

2.4 Continue to incorporate both scientific findings and community feedback into policy tools and plan changes as knowledge improves.
2.5 Continue to apply the learning’s from the Tukituki catchment processes to other key Hawke’s Bay Catchments.
 





