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Good morning, I’m Napier City Councillor Maxine Boag.

So third-time repeat offender boy racers will have their cars crushed. Whoopey doo.   Will that really change the behaviour of these offenders?  I doubt it.  They will find ways around it.  All this is is a simplistic public relations exercise to show how “tough” the National government is getting on offenders.

If we are really serious about stopping boy racers, then we need to look much closer at the causes of this anti-social dangerous behaviour and put measures in to minimize or prevent that.

First of all, why let under-25 year olds own or drive sooped up cars anyway?  Wouldn’t it be more sensible to pass a law that makes it illegal for under 25 year olds to own or get behind the wheel of modified cars?  It’s a proven fact that the part of the brain that controls judgement and reason is not fully developed until 25 years.  So why allow youngsters to get behind the wheels of what can be a lethal weapon?

Second, there is no doubt that alcohol plays a large part in boy racers offences.  We’ve seen them on the telly, drunk, out of control, egging each other on, a drain on precious police and hospital resources.  Let’s make the blood alcohol content level for under 20s zero, and for those over 20, lower it from 0.08 to 0.05.  That would make us the same as nearly every other developed country in the western world.  It’s been shown that our present permitted blood alcohol levels allow a man to drink a six pack of beer or most of a bottle of wine and not register on the breath test.  How ridiculous is that?

And thirdly, lets look at the messages in the media.  They must work: otherwise why would the advertisers spend millions of dollars on them?  We constantly see new cars speeding way beyond any speed limits in daredevil situations that would end up with a dead driver and crushed car if it were not make-believe advertising hype.  Combine that with the glorification of alcohol with our sports teams, the ready access to alcohol in our supermarkets and all-nighter bottle stores and what sort of message are we giving our youth?  The tragedy of binge drinking that is doing so much harm to our young people in particular has to be stopped.

So crushing cars is missing the point. It’s reminiscent of putting criminals in stocks.   What’s next – cutting off the hands of people who shoplift?  Demolishing the houses of people who burgle?  I can’t wait to see what the National government will come up with next!

I’m Maxine Boag and that;’s my thought for today.
