Nga Marae – A Movement
By Des Ratima

Some BayBuzz readers may have noticed a recent article in the Hawke's Bay Today written by Lawrence Gullery, called “Nga Marae,” with a wonderful photo of yours truly standing in front of Te Aranga Marae, in Flaxmere. This has caused some to question what or who are Nga Marae, and what if any its relevance is in today’s climate, where words like Iwi, Hapu, and Runanga are used with reckless abandon.

Lawrence reports on the Hastings District Council and this article covered the last meeting of HDC’s Maori Joint Committee. At this meeting a presentation was given by Tama Huata, Chair of Waipatu Marae committee, to the joint committee informing council of the recently formed collective of Marae on the Heretaunga plains known as Nga Marae O Heretaunga. So what or who is Nga Marae? And first, what is the importance of Marae?

Maori have an affinity with their Marae from their inception. Maori and Marae are inseparable. Marae hold the knowledge of the Maori culture. They are the repositories of their history, their stories, and their existence. Marae are the symbol of cultural difference between indigenous people, yet reflect the sameness in purpose between indigenous people. Being Maori without a Marae connection is unknown. Many who have moved from their traditional marae grounds have over time lost contact with their Marae, but have not lost their connection to their Marae. Thus the importance and relevance of a Marae is easy to establish. 
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What appears to be more difficult for many to understand is the purpose of the Marae. And largely this is driven by the Marae trustees or Marae committees. For many reasons, the purposes of the Marae have been left as the place for the more formal aspects of Maori culture, powhiri and tangi.  While these aspects are important they are but a few of the reasons Marae are held in such high and important regard. 

Marae were the centres of economic and social industry. A place where the values of your whanau or hapu were developed instilled and governed. The Marae was a sanctuary, a haven a place of safety. A birthplace where babies were born, learnt their culture and were nourished by the many nannies. So much has changed and as we observe the increase in the poor Maori statistics for health, education and crime we should also see the decline in the influence that the Marae has in the lives of our parents and their children. Perhaps we can see the real purpose of Marae. 

A movement
Nga Marae means the multiple of Marae. Nga Marae O Heretaunga simply means the many Marae located in Heretaunga. These Marae have come together because they have aspirations for the economic, social, cultural and spiritual development of their people. Individually Marae carry this responsibility. Nga Marae is an obvious collection of Maori aspirations, which can be achieved individually or collectively. Importantly Marae retain their tinorangatiratanga or sovereignty. 

Nga Marae is a movement not a monument. 

One of the values espoused by Nga Marae says, ‘ko te mana te kupu’ translated means your word is your bond, or in today's vernacular, walk the talk. So simple, it is hard. Nga Marae is not a government creation or requirement funded by government monies. It is not in any way a legislated anything. It has formed a Trust for the purposes of having a financial post office where monies can be placed; where accountability and transparency is visible for all. It is, however, important to stress that the Trust is not the business of Nga Marae, it is a tool box for the support and assistance of Nga Marae.

At a recent presentation given by Tukuroirangi Morgan, Tainui leader, he shared that Tainui have 68 Marae, 3 representatives from each Marae consisting of a Kaumatua, a rangatahi and a Marae leader combine to form the Tainui parliament of 124 representatives. Tainui decisions are made by their parliament, thus by their Marae. 

The journey of Nga Marae has only recently commenced. It will continue and bring benefits to their people, their community, and our country. 

Nga Marae is not a return to the dark ages of grass skirts and hangi fires. Education is dominant once more on our Marae, which now provide pathways to degrees, trade training and other NZQA opportunities. Good, strong, decisive leadership is appearing on our Marae. It is my view that the current landscape as we know it today will be significantly altered. Maori, Marae and their aspirations will improve. Leadership, accountability, and prosperity will be the catalyst that will bring these positive changes and for one simple reason. Marae have regained their proper place in Maori society. 

Marae are the Foundation of Maori Sovereignty. So simple it is hard.    







