Alan Baldock
Candidate, Regional Council
Napier Ward
Protect soils and biodiversity
Alan Baldock’s name will be familiar to Hawke’s Bay voters – the Pakowhai Road orchardist and horticultural contractor was a Hawke’s Bay regional councillor from 1995 to 2004, and an unsuccessful candidate for the authority in the last two elections.

After throwing his hat in the ring in the Hastings constituency in 2007, he’s returning to his former stomping ground in Napier for the 2010 election.

Despite being off the Regional Council for six years, Baldock’s continued to have a public profile as spokesperson for the Land Protection Society, which led opposition to locating Hastings new sports park on what the society describes as some of the best soils on the Heretaunga Plains.

Baldock, who is Napier born and educated, has completed a Diploma in Environmental Management in recent years and says, if elected, he will bring a sharper environmental focus to the Regional Council.

“I think the Council has an environmental focus but it gets side tracked by other issues.”

He’s generally uncritical of the current regime, however, saying it has a sound base document to work from in the Regional Plan and is doing a good job of managing Hawke’s Bay’s air, land and water resources.

“The Hawke’s Bay environment is in pretty good shape although there will always be issues. One is the huge increase in dairying – if it grows to the extent it has in some other regions we may have to look at limiting its impact.” 

While the Land Protection Society lost the fight over the location of Hastings sports park, Baldock believes the campaign generated huge interest in the soils on the Heretaunga Plains.

He wants to build on that by getting the Regional Council to properly recognise Hawke’s Bay’s soil resources and provide guidance on using and protecting them. He also advocates putting development of a Regional Biodiversity Plan back on the council’s agenda, saying we can’t properly manage threatened resources like wetlands without knowing what and where they are.

But his major issue is frustration over poor understanding about what the Regional Council does, although he doesn’t blame the Council for people’s ignorance.

“People can’t seem to distinguish between the role of the Regional Council and the territorial authorities (such as Hastings district and Napier city). I can’t put my finger on why - it’s probably the same all over the country.

“The way I explain it is that we have a natural environment and a built environment and the Regional Council’s job is to regulate what happens in the latter to manage effects on the former.”

Baldock thinks that role is too important to risk it being neglected if the Regional Council joined a Hawke’s Bay super council. “What happens with unitary authorities is that environmental issues tend to go down the pecking order and get less attention. We need to keep them prominent.”

Nor does he support the proposed holding company to manage the Regional Council’s assets. “I don’t have in-depth knowledge about it but I don’t see the need for one. I favour direct ratepayer accountability and, at present, I think the Council is doing a pretty good job of managing its portfolio.”

Baldock says he offers voters a common sense approach.

“The greatest thing a councillor can have is common sense, particularly when it comes to environmental questions.

“I will also be speaking up for those on fixed incomes. As an orchardist, I can really relate to those people. They are always having to scrimp and save and have little ability to cope with rate increases.”
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