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Youth focus imperative if Hastings is to grow

Keen sportsman, youth advocate and Hastings ward candidate, Daniel Hoskins, reckons there’s too much duplication between the various Hawke’s Bay councils and too little focus on making the place attractive and safe for youth and young families. 
Hoskins, who missed out on a seat in 2007 when he was 18-years old, says his will be a voice for positive change with a strong leaning toward meeting the needs of young people and keeping them in the region. 
A lot of young people go to university and return to Hastings for the summers, but after they’ve finished their studies they don’t bother, he says. “The beaches are great, some stay for the sports, but if there’s not enough to keep them here they won’t hang around will they?” 

He’d like to see better use of council assets that serve young families. For a start he says Splash Planet is a major failure. “They have to make more use of it. There’s so much there that could be available all year round, like the indoor heated swimming pool, the café and the Mini Putt.”
And he’s concerned for the safety of people venturing out at night, as there’s a growing likelihood they might “run into a bit of trouble”. While there are certain neighbourhoods where you have to be careful, people are becoming less comfortable in the centre of Hastings, where there’s now a growing tagging problem.
While often the source of the youth problem begins at home, he’d like to see the Council become more involved in possible solutions. “Sports is a good outlet where troubled youth can get involved in a team and build a sense of relationship. If that happens they’ll feel less of a need to go out and drink, get involved in vandalism and beat people up.”
Hoskins admits that when he was 16-years old he was a bit of a “loose unit”, but after becoming involved in a rugby team he was set straight. He’d like to see Council engaging with the community to ensure there are more opportunities for at-risk youth.
“The Council owns most of the sports parks and I would like to see them encourage and get behind more Saturday sports like touch, get referees and coaches involved and organise a few teams and keep everyone active.”  
Hastings District Council’s internal and external debt also raises his eyebrows. Hoskins believes that building better relationships between the three councils in the region, and ultimately amalgamation, would be one way of reducing costs and duplication of resources. 

He wonders why Hastings has less development than Napier and is not growing as fast. While he applauds the airport extension, Hastings needs to do more to be prepared for the growth that might bring. “Although the airport is in Napier, it will help with the development of Hastings and it won’t only be tourists that it attracts. 
Retailers, hotels, motels and others will benefit from it.”
Hoskins raises the erosion issue at Haumoana, Te Awanga and Clifton . “I want to see a seawall at Te Awanga to protect the houses there from the erosion that is threatening them. And if the sea keeps coming back at Clifton you’ll lose the road and access to the gannets.”
The Colts rugby player, whose team reached the finals of the national play-offs, says he’s a team player with leadership skills who likes to ensure those who might feel on the outside are listened to.
“While councils have to make decisions that are best for the whole community, its important to listen to minorities who might be affected by the decisions you make. I want to hear what everyone has to say.” 
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