Des Ratima
Candidate, Hastings Council

Mayor and Heretaunga Ward
We sit equally
When I left a message for Des Ratima he replied by e-mail from his iPhone. When we met for our interview, he could have as readily conversed in Maori, as in English. 

I'd never met Des before. 

Very soon I realised I was listening to a man with the rare gift of having an intimate understanding of both Maori and Pakeha cultures, and one who steps effortlessly between the two. 

Des Ratima is standing for a seat on Hastings District Council in the Heretaunga ward, and the Mayoralty. 

What will you bring to the Council table?

“Five years on the Council's Maori Advisory Standing Committee, and as Chairman for most of that time, has given me a look at the inside, at the relationships between the officers of the Council, between the Committees and Councillors. I know how things work, and the language and the processes.”
Will you bring a Maori perspective to Council?

“All over the country Maori are developing their own relationships with Councils. Part of my job in the last two years has been educating Council to what Maoridom looks like, how it's an evolving society with structures and mechanisms, that's been defined and redefined over centuries. For instance we don't like using bureaucratic language. We like to talk face-to-face.” 

Is this the 'partnership' relationship?

“Yes. We need to get to the position where we sit equally, and at ease around the table as partners. Not in a forced relationship brought on by needs to resolve a situation, but because that is the natural way we do business together, as partners.”
Is there a unique Maori perspective to doing business?

“I think so. We bring a different perspective. Westernised thought is all about the money, whereas Maori want to see what is good for the community. Take work for instance. It's not just about people getting a job. People need work that gives them mana; that makes them feel good about what they do, and who they are. I'd like to see Council involved in developing infrastructure for small businesses so people can become self-employed and create their own work.”
So you want to encourage entrepreneurship? 

“Sure. Maori traded with the West Coast of America, owned the flour mills, and the biggest farms in the country. We lost all that. Maori are historically very entrepreneurial and we're not capitalising on it. Take flax. There's a whole industry waiting to be developed where you take out the moko and get a fibre softer than cotton.”
What are your views on the environment?

“When you mention environment many people think of green spaces and trickling water, but Maori don't isolate it that way. We don't separate one part from another. Maori see the environment from the heavens to the earth, and everything that goes on in between, which includes people. When Papatuanuku and Rangi were separated they left this space for their children to grow. Everything in that space is connected and interconnected with everything else. I will bring a holistic view of the environment to the Council table.”
Listening to Des Ratima talk of the interconnectness of all things, I thought of William Blake's 'To see the world in a grain of sand, and to see heaven in a wild flower.' And I’m reminded that Des Ratima has a worldview both ancient and modern.
