Hastings Mayoral Candidates

Official Candidate Statements

Magic 150 Words

Peter Nee Harland
Read this receiving my warm regards.  To those who voted for me in the 2007 election I say with sincerity thank you.  To those who may do so in the coming election I say do so knowing that if given the opportunity to be your Mayor I would lead and encourage your Councilors never to lose sight of the fact that a vast majority of the local people affected by the Council’s policy decisions are good ordinary people who seek after one thing; a fair go.  For most of my life I have been involved in serving the interests of others.  To be your Mayor would not change that.  It would simply allow me the opportunity to serve a wider section of the community.  I have the skills, experience and determination to do the job and do it well.  Vote Nee Harland. 

Simon Nixon

Born Wellington, attended Victoria University BCA, BA (economics)
Held management positions in transport and manufacturing. 
Moved to Hawke’s Bay in 1977 to take up a senior marketing position. Subsequently purchased an orchard and supplied Wattie's and ENZA . Then set up a media business to provide material for television and corporates.  
Past president Hawke's Bay Export Institute, current board member Hawke's Bay Wine Country Tourism Association, Member Arts Advisory Group EIT, founding  trustee of  Runway Hawke's Bay Trust.
I have the vision and skills to understand the poor performance of the Hawke's Bay economy proven by low population growth, high unemployment, low incomes, poor health statistics, and depressed visitor numbers.  
I am committed to completing the airport upgrade to encourage competition, reduce the cost of travel to locals, businesses, and visitors, making Hawke's Bay more competitive, boosting tourism, and supporting substantial council investments in conferences, sports, and events.    
Des Ratima
Candidate Statement

Fresh face, new ideas, time for a change.
As your Mayor for the Hastings District I would:
· Lead council to enhanced levels of performance over its core functions; sewage, water, roads, and infrastructure;

· Encourage business relationships to improve conditions for small/medium entrepreneurial businesses; 

· Build pride in Hastings the heart beat of Hawke's Bay, by encouraging inner city development by private enterprise/council partnerships;

· Advocate laws that assist Police better perform their duties; liquor bans, ban on gang patches, improved street lighting, improved CCTV coverage; Maori Warden street patrols;

· Establish community managed funds through targeted rates, to assist community achieve their aspirations;

· Build a healthy tourism environment based on culture, social and emotional capital, (feel good tourism);

· Lead the charge against environmental piracy; protecting our water, our land and our beaches.
Lawrence Yule

Candidate Statement

It is a privilege to be your Mayor, I am proud of our achievements and excited about our future. We live in a great place.
 
The current economic conditions are probably the most difficult in 20 years. This requires leadership that balances prudence and vision.  Our infrastructure and Council finances are in good shape. We need to use this base to increase our population, jobs and economic diversity while protecting the environment.
 
I wish to see the Council structures in Hawke’s Bay restructured.  Our current system is outdated, expensive and lacks regional strength.  It’s time for one Council.
 
My role as President of Local Government NZ gives me direct access to the Prime Minister and Ministers. It takes a little of my time but value to the region is significant.
 
I am committed to dealing with the issues.  I sincerely ask for your continued support. You know what you’re getting.
