Jacoby Poulain

Candidate, Hastings District Council

Flaxmere ward

“Youthful passion” is the term that comes to mind upon listening to Jacoby Poulain describe her ambitions as a councillor. “I could have all the skills in the world, but if I’m not passionate about it, what’s the point?”
At age 26, she holds a Bachelor of Laws from the University of Otago, where she was a scholarship student, and her Professional Legal Studies Certification. She has worked as a case manager for the Maori Land Court. “But right now, the community is where my heart’s at, not legal practice.”

She confesses to having a “commitment to the underdog and those who need help speaking up” and believes that serving on Council will give her more opportunity to do that. 

Jacoby argues that her legal training will enable her to master and navigate the Council “system” and to appreciate the various sides of issues, mentioning in particular the Hastings Council’s new policy and enforcement regarding dog control.

“It’s vital that Flaxmere is represented by a professional councillor who is familiar not only with the issues and the area, but also with legal, government and council process. I have a very strong grasp on process and procedure … how to work the system.”

This Flaxmere-raised young woman says, “I’ve come back to a community I’m very passionate about and that I can see needs help with certain issues.” She plans, if elected, to throw herself into the role of councillor … “It will be a full-time endeavor, at the beginning anyway.”

Daughter of retiring Councillor Keriana Poulain, Jacoby resists the view that she is running for election on her mother’s coattails. “No, no way I’m riding on her coattails. I’m all up for getting out there and meeting the people, and letting them decide after they’ve met me if I’m the right person for the job. What I have in common with my mother is her passion and her willingness to stand up for the people. Everything else I intend to do all on my own merits.”

As for issue priorities, she says: “My issues are the people’s issues. I don’t have my sole agenda or cause.” As a councillor, Jacoby would see herself as a “conduit for the community, helping the residents of Flaxmere to voice their needs and advance whatever they need help with.” As she hears that community today, Jacoby identifies these priorities: community safety, youth development, employment opportunities, and services and facilities for the elderly.

Some of her insight into community safety issues stems from her service as Youth Advocate on HDC’s Safe Hastings Advisory Committee, and as Chair and Youth Advocate on the Heretaunga Maori Focus Forum, created by NZ Police to advise on crime prevention initiatives aimed at reducing “Maori representation in the criminal justice sector” and improving Police relationships with Maori.

She notes that nearly 50% of Flaxmere residents are under 25 years of age, and sees this group as a constituency that “deserves more attention.”

What would she like to have accomplished after three years in office? 

Rather than delivering a particular facility or program to Flaxmere, Jacoby hopes to inspire other people in the community, especially young people, to take charge of their lives, “feel energized to fulfill plans of their own” and “advance themselves or the community of Flaxmere … I’d love to build people and develop them to get involved in their own way.”

Asked a final question: How would you feel about defeating Henare O’Keefe? A distressed “AAAW!” Then after a pause … “The voters would do that … it’s all up to them.” A born politician!
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