John Roil
Candidate, Hastings Council

Hastings Ward

A more business-friendly Council
The overwhelming impression I got from talking to John Roil was his enthusiasm. He's charged up and itching to bring some changes to Hastings District Council. And he seems to be sticking to what he knows -- land use, consent process, and business skills.

There must be a good dollop of integrity in the man too.

Not long after starting a new business eight years ago, Roil was asked to serve as a Peacekeeper in Bosnia/Herzegovina. It was bad timing. But he trusted his employees to run the business and served six months. He's also had postings in Bougainville, and Lebanon/Israel, all part of a 28 year career with the Territorial Force Army, where he rose to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel.

Roil is standing for Hastings District Council in the Hastings Ward.

What can you bring to Council?

“With my business, Cottages New Zealand, I have worked first hand with a range of Council officers to streamline some of the processes that businesses and local residents have often found to be frustrating. I also have a close understanding of the Resource Management Act, having applied for numerous consents either for our business or for clients over the last decade. I don’t think business has a strong voice on the current Council, and business is where economic growth starts. Therefore it’s very important that there are people around the table with business acumen.”
So you think you might help reduce the cost of building consents?

“We’ve managed to reduce inspections of our cottages by working with Council, and one of them is a code of compliance. With some of the inspections, like a brazed sheet, and there might be three of them in a building, it takes longer for the inspector to get out of the car than do the inspection. That's crazy. Saving on time is saving money for the client.”
What about the sale yards? 

“It’s obvious that I do have a personal involvement in this issue, but first and foremost I’m advocating that the sale yards should be moved to a more appropriate site. Just because they've been there for 100 years doesn’t mean it’s still the best place. They're past their use-by date, and either need to be redeveloped, or as I’m recommending, moved to a more ideal site that could also have other rural sector businesses.”
Roil owns the land he wants the sale yards moved to; obviously he’s an interested party, but he's upfront and honest about that, and it sounds like a good idea.

“The focus on the rural sector will continue for years to come and it’s important that we are well set-up for the future with improved technology; more modern facilities, including a sale yards; centralized, shared core facilities, such as shearing and drafting yards; agricultural training services; animal welfare services, including electronic ear tagging. There’s been a large increase in consultants and advisors within the rural sector and perhaps it would be a great idea if they were all in one area – a hub for the rural community.”

Sometimes the most effective and determined leaders of change have a degree of self-interest to fire them along. Roil is such a man, but the changes he might bring to consenting costs and land use could benefit everyone in Hastings District.
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