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Common sense governance needed for balanced growth 
After 30 years working in diverse roles across in the horticultural industry, nurseryman Richard McKenzie believes he can bring experience, balance and common sense governance to the Hastings District Council.
 
McKenzie, who’s standing for Heretaunga Ward, has a strong interest in protecting good rural and horticultural land from urban sprawl but also recognises that Hastings must develop and grow as a city or face stagnation. The greatest challenge for the future he says, is finding the right balance between the two.
 
“We’ve got to continue growing or we’ll stagnate. In another 20-years there’ll be crops we probably haven’t even thought of which is another reason why we’re got to look after our horticultural land,” he says.
 
McKenzie grew up on a farm in Dannevirke and has been involved in the horticultural industry since he was a youth. He completed his apprentice as a nurseryman at Anderson ’s Nurseries in Napier before becoming nursery manager for Hastings District Council, responsible for looking after the John Holt Memorial Display House (The Begonia House). 

He returned to Hawke’s Bay after a period as superintendant of parks and reserves in Wainuiomata and remains heavily involved in the nursery side of the horticultural sector. Today he supplies the industry with trees and root stocks from his Peakview Nursery. 

He’s been on a number of nursery and fruit growers committees, and was part of the New Zealand Budwood Selection scheme devised to improve the quality of fruit growing varieties.  
“Some people might say the horticultural industry isn’t doing well at the moment but we don’t know what is going to happen further down the track. If our apples get into the Australian market and then into Asia that’s definitely going to be good for horticulture in Hawke’s Bay and the related service industries which are the lifeblood of the region.”
 
That’s another reason he believes there needs to be a strong voice for the horticultural and rural sector on council, from someone who ‘knows how things work”. 
 
McKenzie has a strong interest in parks and reserves and was concerned recently when there was talk of closing down the Begonia House. “It’s important we have more open spaces, parks and gardens where people can go and relax. I want to see better use of our open spaces.”
 
While the new Sports Park is going to be “fantastic” he says it’s a pity it’s being built on such good land, and that decisions were made before people really had a chance to have a say on the location. “I’d like to see greater transparency in future planning.”
 
McKenzie’s other involvement in the community is in the administration side of scouting, and as a volunteer fire fighter and brigade training officer for Havelock North, who often presents the New Zealand Fire Service’s Firewise programme in schools.
 
He believes his involvement in scouting and youth programmes will be valuable at the council table. “It’s often a difficult thing to keep youth organisations like scouts and guides running, and a credit to the Hastings Council that it helped the Air Training Corps get re-established.”
 
McKenzie wants to see even greater engagement by council in supporting healthy youth focussed pursuits.
 
He says he’s a relatively quiet person and a good listener who likes to think things through before making rash decisions and is an advocate of common sense governance. 

“I like to talk to people and find out what they think before making up my mind and speaking up about issues. I’m a team player — you have to be if you’re involved in scouting or the fire service.”
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