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No pink girly girl
Toppling Napier Mayor Barbara Arnott at the upcoming election is a big ask, but outspoken community worker Michelle Pyke thinks she has a chance.

She freely admits she says ‘some outrageous stuff’ to provoke debate and wouldn’t change her style if she wins the mayoralty, but she also says she would be an inclusive, encouraging and solutions-focused leader. 

Pyke is also standing as an at-large candidate for the Napier City Council – she stood once before in 1998 - with voters able to tick twice for people contesting both races.

Since 2003 Pyke has been contracted by Work and Income to transition local people off welfare and into employment, but her community work goes back more than two decades. She has lobbied for groups like sole parents, beneficiaries, women, youth and, at the top of the list, Napier’s leaseholders, the plight of whom, she says, is her biggest election issue.

Her views on residential leaseholders are well documented – she says many of them have little money to spare, have more than paid for their land over the years, and are being used as a ‘cash cow’ by the Napier City Council.

But she’s also calling for commercial and industrial leaseholders to be given the option of free holding their land.

“The social impact of leasehold land is a big concern but I’m also angry about what it’s doing to business. Exorbitant ground rental increases are crippling businesses that Napier needs.

Pyke is also campaigning on the need for a youth venue in Napier and has suggested Marineland as a possible site.

She says the former “State of It” facility in Napier was one of New Zealand’s best youth venues, although it never received support from the Napier City Council.

“They stalled us for years by saying they didn’t have a youth policy. So we helped them write one, but they have continued to ignore Napier’s young people.

“There’s more to life than Art Deco – our young people are our future and they need a permanent facility.”

Pyke is using the social networking site Facebook to drum up support for her campaign and says even if she doesn’t get to be Mayor, she will bring up the vote count.

“There are lots of people in Napier who don’t feel represented by anyone and lots of young people who have never voted before. People think it is a waste of time voting because no one listens … but I am listening.”

It’s not the right time for local body amalgamation, according to Pyke, who says our communities are concerned about losing their identity. “We should all sit back and watch what happens with the Auckland Super City before going ahead with amalgamation.” 

She’s got no complaints about financial management of the Napier City Council but says the credit should go to the team rather than Barbara Arnott.

“Barbara’s achieved what she set out to do 12 years ago. It’s time to let others achieve their goals through me. I don’t profess to have all the answers, but I will have an open door and consult and listen.

“Barbara and I come from completely different backgrounds. I’m comfortable dealing with people from all walks of life, from Ministers of the Crown to patched gang members and everything in between.”

Michelle’s deliberately chosen pink as the colour of her Keeping It Real mayoral campaign. “I’ve never been a pink girly girl but I know some people see me as hard and bitter because I have been so vocal over the years, so pink helps to soften that.”

