Strong Support by Council Candidates for protecting Hawke’s Bay GM Free food producer status

Media Statement, 24 September 2010

Hawke's Bay councils should protect the local economy from the impacts of outdoor GMO use, according to council candidates responding to a recent survey. 
Around 80% of the candidates that responded to the survey, representing well over a third of all those standing, said that if elected, they would vote for the council to assess whether it should manage outdoor use of GMOs.  

91% of those responding would also vote for measures to protect Hawke’s Bay’s current status as a GM free food producer.

Surveys were sent to all candidates for councils in the Hawke’s Bay region by Hastings grower, J M Bostocks Ltd, with the support of other food producers. Wairoa District Council candidates were not surveyed due to difficulties in getting candidate contact details.

The survey sought the views of candidates on the outdoor use of GMOs – expressly excluding laboratory research into agricultural and medical applications of GMOs. 

There is agreement amongst Government and legal experts that local authorities can regulate the outdoor use of GMOs under the RMA. 
“The Hawke’s Bay economy relies heavily on high value food produce, and given the proven economic risks to both conventional and organic businesses from even trace amounts of GM contamination in food, the responses are encouraging” said John Bostock.  

“Though many candidates chose not to respond, the high level of support from respondents for investigating options for local control of GMOs is welcome and I look forward to successful candidates pursuing these investigations further.  It is a critical issue to get right if we are to protect the many food producers that sustain the region’s prosperity.

A GMO release will negatively affect all growers as our safe and green brand would undoubtedly be tarnished. In NZ with our high costs we need to preserve all our competitive advantages including our GE Free status.

The release of GMO in the region may have seemed a distant reality for Hawke’s Bay councils in recent years, but there are new pressures to test experimental GM varieties during the term of the new councils. This is not an issue councils or food producers can afford to ignore.”

“The people of Hawke’s Bay are the ones who ultimately bear the risk so it seems only reasonable that their approval should also be required for any GM food production”, said Scott Lawson of True Earth, who is pleased by the strong statements from many candidates.

Investigations commissioned by Northland and Auckland councils have established how communities can introduce protections under the RMA. At present, the national level regulation leaves local authorities to pick up the tab in the event that approved outdoor activities go awry. Recent breaches of field trial conditions in other parts of the country do not inspire confidence in leaving management of GMOs to central government agencies and leave ratepayers exposed, said Bostock.

Tim Turvey of Clearview Estate also welcomes the survey and the interest taken by candidates. Growers in the Bay have worked hard to establish the region’s reputation of high integrity, high value food production. 

	Summary of results

More than a third of candidates for Hastings District Council support assessing whether GMOs should be managed by the council and eleven would support measures to protect the region’s GM free food producer status.  Those in favour of council introducing such measures are: Cynthia Bowers, Ru Collin, Sandra Hazlehurst, Mandy Kimber, Richard McKenzie, Adele Mohi-McGoverin, Peter Nee Harland, Tracee Te Huia, Simon Nixon, Henare O’Keefe and Anne Wilson-Hunt. (A further three candidates did not complete the survey but stated they would like further information and were open to considering the issue. They are: Jacoby Poulain, Margaret Twigg and Kevin Watkins)
Nine of the twenty-eight candidates for Napier City Council would vote for the council assessing if it should manage GMOs, while eleven would also vote for measures to protect the region’s GM free food producer status.  They are: Linstead Castle-Allen, Kathie Furlong, Robin Gwynn, Mark Herbert, Will Jenkins, Tony Jeffery, Karla Jurczakowksi, Dave Pipe, Michelle Pyke, Roy Sye and Faye White.

Over a third of candidates for the Hawke’s Bay Regional Council responded, with 7 out of 8 of the view that local bodies should have the ability to set controls on GMOs while six support regional level measures to manage the impacts of outdoor GMO use. These are: Tom Belford, Murray Douglas, Tim Gilbertson, Ewan McGregor, Liz Remmerswaal and Joan Ropiha. (Robert Burnside also offered conditional support for this action, while Hugh Ritchie opposed).
The response from Central Hawke’s Bay candidates was low, with just three of the fifteen contenders responding. Two candidates - Chip McHardy and Mark Williams - both support exploring a range of measures to protect the district, including liability provisions to protect local growers from the any harm arising from outdoor GM activities and the district council exploring how it might introduce measures to protect the region’s GM free food producer status.

Full survey results follow this statement




Results of Survey of Candidates for Hawke’s Bay Councils
September 2010

Incorporating Hawke’s Bay Regional Council, Hastings District Council, Napier City Council and Central Hawke’s Bay District Council
	Issue
	Number of candidates in support
	Percentage of respondents in support

	Communities should have ability to set controls on outdoor GM activities
	30
	88%

	Councils in the region should take a precautionary approach to outdoor GM uses
	31
	91%

	Councils in the region should require those using GMOs outdoors to be liable for damages
	20
	59%

	Support councils in the region requiring those using GMOs outdoors to prove their ability to pay for damages
	23
	68%

	Support councils in the region assessing of whether it should regulate for the local impacts of outdoor GMO use
	27
	79%

	Support and vote for councils in the region ensuring the region remains a GM Free Food Producer
	31
	91%


Regional Response Rate: 38% (34 of 89 candidates)

Hawke’s Bay Regional Council

Summary of Responses

	Number of candidates completed survey (of 18)
	8 (44%)
	Ewan McGregor, Hugh Ritchie, Joan Ropiha, Liz Remmerswaal, Murray Douglas, Robert Burnside, Tim Gilbertson, Tom Belford


	Issue
	Number of candidates in  support

(% of respondents)
	Candidates in support
	Against
	Other

	Communities should have ability to set controls on outdoor GM activities
	7

(87%)
	Belford, Burnside, Gilbertson, McGregor, Remmerswaal, Ritchie, Ropiha
	Douglas
	

	Hawke’s Bay Regional Council should take a precautionary approach to assessing the risks of outdoor GMO activities to the region
	6

(75%)
	Belford, Burnside, Gilbertson, McGregor, Remmerswaal, Ropiha
	
	Douglas (no jurisdiction), Ritchie (possible)

	Hawke’s Bay Regional Council should require those using GMOs outdoors to be liable for damages suffered by other parties
	5

(62%)
	Belford, Douglas, Gilbertson, McGregor, Ropiha
	Ritchie
	Burnside, Remmerswaal (not sure if possible)


	Support Hawke’s Bay Regional Council requiring those using GMOs outdoors to meet minimum tests of their ability to pay for damages 
	5

(62%)
	Belford, Douglas, Gilbertson, McGregor, Rophia
	Ritchie
	Burnside, Remmerswaal (not sure if possible)

	Support Hawke’s Bay Regional Council assessing of whether it should set rules to manage the local impacts of outdoor GMO use
	6

(75%)
	Belford, Burnside, Gilbertson, McGregor, Remmerswaal, Rophia
	Douglas (no jurisdiction)

Ritchie
	

	Support and vote for Hawke’s Bay Regional Council introducing measures to protect the region’s current status as a GM Free Food Producer
	7

(87%)
	Belford, Burnside*, Douglas, Gilbertson, McGregor, Remmerswaal, Ropiha
	Ritchie
	


* Conditional: “If a unique saleable advantage”

Hastings District Council

Summary of Responses

	Number of candidates completed survey (of 27)
	12 (44%)
	Adele Mohi-McGoverin, Anne Wilson-Hunt, Cynthia Bowers, Henare O’Keefe, Lawrence Yule, Mandy Kimber, Peter Nee Harland, Richard McKenzie, Ru Collin, Sandra Hazlehurst, Simon Nixon, Tracee Te Huia


	Issue
	Number of candidates in  support

(% of respondents)
	Candidates in support
	Against
	Don’t know

	Communities should have ability to set controls on outdoor GM activities
	9

(75%)
	Bowers, Collin, Hazlehurst, Kimber, Nee Harland, Mohi-McGoverin, O’Keefe, Te Huia, Wilson-Hunt
	Nixon, Yule
	McKenzie

	Hastings District Council should take a precautionary approach to assessing the risks of outdoor GMO activities to the region
	12

(100%)
	Bowers, Collin, Hazlehurst, Kimber, McKenzie, Mohi-McGoverin, Nee Harland, Nixon, O’Keefe, Te Huia, Wilson-Hunt, Yule
	
	

	Hastings District Council should require those using GMOs outdoors to be liable for damages suffered by other parties
	7

(58%)
	Kimber, McKenzie, Mohi-McGoverin, Nixon, O’Keefe, Te Huia, Wilson-Hunt
	
	Bowers, Collin, Hazlehurst, Nee Harland, Yule, 


	Issue
	Number of candidates in  support
	Candidates in support
	Against
	Don’t know

	Support Hastings District Council requiring those using GMOs outdoors to meet minimum tests of their ability to pay for damages 
	7

(58%)
	Kimber, McKenzie, Mohi-McGoverin, Nee Harland, Nixon, O’Keefe, Wilson-Hunt
	
	Bowers, Collin, Hazlehurst, Te Huia, Yule,

	Support Hastings District Council assessing of whether it should set rules to manage the local impacts of outdoor GMO use
	10

(83%)
	Bowers, Collin, Hazlehurst, McKenzie, McGoverin, Nee Harland, O’Keefe, Kimber, Te Huia, Wilson-Hunt
	Nixon
	Yule

	Support and vote for Hastings District Council introducing measures to protect the district’s current status as a GM Free Food Producer
	11

(92%)
	Bowers, Collin, Hazlehurst, Kimber, McKenzie, McGoverin, Nee Harland, Te Huia, Nixon, O’Keefe, Wilson-Hunt
	
	Yule


Respondents who did not complete the form but gave position statements: 

Kevin Watkins (requires more information), Margaret Twigg (requires more information but likely to be a regional council issue), Jacoby Poulain (open to further consideration but requires more information)

Napier City Council

Summary of Responses

	Number of candidates completed survey (of 28)
	12 (43%)
	Dave Pipe, Faye White, John Cocking, Karla Jurczakowski, Kathie Furlong, Linstead Castle-Allen, Mark Herbert, Michelle Pyke, Robin Gwynn, Roy Sye, Tony Jeffery, Will Jenkins


	Issue
	Number of candidates in  support

(% respond.)
	Candidates in support
	Against
	Don’t Know/ More information required 

	Communities should have ability to set controls on outdoor GM activities
	12 

(100%)
	Castle-Allen, Cocking, Furlong, Gwynn, Herbert, Jenkins, Jeffery, Jurczakowski, Pipe, Pyke, Sye, White.
	
	

	Napier City Council should take a precautionary approach to assessing the risks of outdoor GMO activities to the region
	11

(92%)
	Castle-Allen, Cocking, Furlong, Gwynn, Herbert, Jeffery, Jenkins, Jurczakowski, Pyke, Sye, White.
	
	Pipe

	Napier City Council should require those using GMOs outdoors to be liable for damages suffered by other parties
	9

(75%)
	Castle-Allen, Furlong, Gwynn, Herbert, Jenkins, Jeffery, Jurczakowski, Pipe, Pyke.
	
	Cocking, Sye

	Support Napier City Council requiring those using GMOs outdoors to meet minimum tests of their ability to pay for damages 
	9

(75%)
	Castle-Allen, Furlong, Gwynn, Herbert, Jeffery, Jurczakowski, Pipe, Pyke.
	
	Cocking, Jenkins, Sye, 

	Support Napier City Council assessing of whether it should set rules to manage the local impacts of outdoor GMO use
	9

(75%)
	Castle-Allen, Furlong, Gwynn, Herbert, Jenkins, Jeffery, Jurczakowski, Pyke, White.
	
	Cocking, Pipe, Sye

	Support and vote for Napier City Council introducing measures to protect Napier’s current status as a GM Free Food Producer
	11

(92%)
	Castle-Allen, Furlong, Gwynn, Herbert, Jenkins, Jeffery, Jurczakowski, Pipe, Pyke, Sye, White.
	
	Cocking


Respondents who did not complete the form, but gave position statements: Kerry Bartlett (requires more information)
Central Hawke’s Bay District Council

Summary of Responses

	Number of candidates completing the survey (of 15)
	2 (13%)
	Mark Williams, Chip McHardy


	Issue
	Candidates in support 
	Names of candidates in support
	Against
	Don’t Know

	Communities should have ability to set controls on outdoor GM activities
	2
	McHardy, Williams
	
	

	CHBDC should take a precautionary approach to assessing the risks of outdoor GMO activities to the region
	2
	McHardy, Williams
	
	

	CHBDC should require those using GMOs outdoors to be liable for damages suffered by other parties
	2
	McHardy, Williams
	
	

	Support CHBDC requiring those using GMOs outdoors to meet minimum tests of their ability to pay for damages 
	2
	McHardy, Williams
	
	

	Support CHBDC assessing of whether it should set rules to manage the local impacts of outdoor GMO use
	2
	McHardy, Williams
	
	

	Support and vote for CHBDC introducing measures to protect the district’s current status as a GM Free Food Producer
	2
	McHardy, Williams
	
	


Respondents who did not complete the form, but gave position statements: Donald Cooper (not prepared to answer survey; not an issue for district councils; would tend to take a case-by-case approach).
1

