Experience & New Blood Is Healthy Choice
By Anna Lorck

Getting my vote is easy. If you support amalgamation, I will vote for you. As ratepayers we deserve to know where candidates stand. And for those of you who are afraid to be counted by sitting on the fence and talking of things like “shared services,” you are by far Hawke’s Bay’s weakest link.  

Speaking the obvious, the closest I’ve seen Napier to wearing our region’s colours has been over a couple of panda bears.  But I am not voting in Napier and therefore the battle there comes after the election.   

Before I tell you those I am voting for and why, I must declare my interests, so that you do not think I am being paid to vote. As a director in Attn! marketing pr, I have worked on campaigns and to those candidates I wish them all good luck! For the record, if anyone had asked my help and I didn’t believe in them, I would have refused the work, as I do have my reputation to protect, if it is still intact!   

My all-round Number One is Kevin Atkinson. The reason he’s the “one” is simple … I put health first. Nothing is more important in life than you and your family’s health. In my opinion looking after the health of our people, our communities and our region is a huge and important job.  
With a decade of experience on the DHB, seven as chairman, Kevin’s record speaks for itself. He has a proven that, no matter what, he is willing to stand up for Hawke’s Bay. And as we head into this new decade, where the challenges in health are mighty, I am in no doubt that we will have to make every health dollar count. It won’t be easy, and nor should it be. But, what I am looking forward to, as I am sure many others are, is gaining back an elected DHB with the public voice that we lost some three short years ago.  
Working with Kevin I’d like to see some fresh faces such as Kirsten Wise and Jeannette Samundsen coming through to learn from the more experienced board members, including Peter Dunkerley.
As a Hastings resident, I will vote Lawrence Yule for mayor. Lawrence is my pick not only because he is backing one region, but because he is prepared to lead from the front row and has the vision to build a better and brighter future for a greater Hawke’s Bay. I am a firm believer that you have to learn your trade before earning or wearing the chains, and frankly, Lawrence is up against three light-weights who have no council experience. 

That said it is certainly time to inject new blood and my Hastings votes will go to John Roil, Kevin Smith, Sandra Hazelhurst and Daniel Hoskins (for representing the next generation of leaders) to work with experienced councillors Kevin Watkins and Cynthia Bowers.   
And now to the Regional Council, which leaves me in a predicament because, as far as I am concerned, it is merely fighting for survival. So as a fellow feline friend, I must wish Tom “Cat” Belford well. 
However, I have to remind you as a member of the fourth estate, the vigilant guardian of the rights of the ordinary citizen, that once you are a politician the line is drawn. No more cat and mouse games, for better or worse, you have entered the lion’s den.   

