Personal View
By Lawrence Gullery
Hastings voters have the power to decide whether or not Hawke’s Bay heads towards a super council in three years’ time, when they select their new mayor at the coming local government elections.

Incumbent Lawrence Yule has been open in his plans to campaign for an amalgamated council at the 2013 elections, if he is re-elected in 2010. It’s unlikely there will be such a staunch push for a united council, however, if one of the other three candidates were elected.

In fact Hawke’s Bay might only become a super council if Mr Yule is voted in for a fourth mayoral term because it appears the Napier, Wairoa, Central Hawke’s Bay and Hawke’s Bay Regional councils are not interested in the idea.

Publicly they might declare they want more shared services to save money but no one has said: “we support one council for the Bay”.

Regional council has tried to distance itself from the debate indicating its primary focus is on the environment and therefore is immune to any formation of a super council. 

And one could surmise it is keen to protect its wealthy public assets portfolio from being used on such projects as a regional sports park, if it is swallowed up by amalgamation.

It’s not the only issue on the table, however, as the mayoral candidates have indicated. The slower than predicted economic recovery and the half dozen Treaty of Waitangi settlements coming to fruition over the next three to five years are also at the top of the list.

Hastings’ first Maori mayor could be elected if either Mr Ratima or Mr Nee Harland were voted in. They could be better fitted to understand the changes coming via Treaty settlement which will see Maori be a major economic player in this region for the first time.

Their entry to the election race is likely to be supported by Ngati Kahungunu Iwi Incorporated, which is about to launch a campaign to support Maori candidates standing in all councils, community boards and DHBs, from Wairoa to Wairarapa.

Mr Ratima unsuccessfully campaigned as a regional council candidate in 2007 and missed out on selection as the Maori Party’s candidate for the Ikaroa-Rawhiti seat for next year’s general election.

Politics is not new to Mr Ratima, the former professional soldier was number 13 on the New Zealand Alliance party list in 1999.

Mr Nee Harland is a quiet but articulate speaker and has been busy assisting hapu over Maori Land Court applications, in many cases exploring the legal status of land passed from Maori to European ownership. 

But has he done enough to raise his profile since the 2007 elections to warrant being considered as a threat to Mr Yule’s popularity?

Mr Nixon largely based his 2007 campaign on the expansion and redevelopment of the Hawke’s Bay Airport but this time has widened his focus. He says the biggest issues facing Hastings are the economy, unemployment, low wages and visitor industry decline.

He’s job as contract production and cameraman for the television networks keeps him up to date with current affairs so one would say he has his finger on the pulse. He’s also a businessman and no stranger to local newspapers come election time, loudly drumming his campaign beats to editors and reporters.

The big question is, can he close in on Mr Yule’s 2007 majority of just under 4000 votes?

The incumbent mayor scored 11,117 votes, Mr Nixon 7147 and Mr Nee Harland 1875 votes at the last election.

