
 

 

 

 

 

The road to Puketitiri and beyond may be long and winding but visitors are 

well rewarded, initially by enjoying a leisurely drive through the very scenic 

hinterland west of Taradale and Napier and then, after about an hour, by 

having a choice of three lovely reserves to explore as their final destination. 

 

BALL’S CLEARING: Named after a colourful, local pioneer called John (Jack) 

Ball, this 36 hectare reserve, which is of significance to local iwi Mana 

Ahuriri, is managed by DOC. Located 5 kms past Puketitiri along the 

Pakaututu Road it is considered the best place in Hawke’s Bay to experience 

a lowland podocarp forest. Podocarp trees include rimu, kahikatea, miro, 

mataī and tōtara. They boast a lineage that stretches back to the time when 

New Zealand was part of the super continent of Gondwana.  

 

There is a network of walking tracks and it’s worth bringing your binoculars and camera to watch and 

photograph some of the many native birds which call the reserve home. There are also significant 

colonies of the rare long-tailed bats in the area which appear from dusk. A number of predator traps 

are serviced by a community group here. 

 

LITTLE BUSH SCENIC RESERVE: Since 1989, this 12 hectare reserve has been 

in the ownership of Forest and Bird. It is located on Little Bush Road, 5 kms 

from the Napier to Puketitiri Road and some 55 kms from Napier.  The 

reserve contains a broad mix of native plant species, including kahikatea, 

matai, rimu, hinau, lemonwood, pokaka and the huge cabbage tree in the 

photo. Thanks to the 2020 Old Blue Award winner, Liz Carter, for the two photos. 
 

Last year, the Napier Branch of Forest and Bird collaborated with the Hawke’s 

Bay Regional Council and Biodiversity Hawke’s Bay to deer-fence the reserve.  

This is a huge improvement and will greatly help protect the precious 

biodiversity treasure for future generations to enjoy. 

 

There is an abundance of birdlife including kereru, grey warbler, fantail, 

whitehead, bellbird, tui and kingfisher and, if you’re there after dark, you’ll likely hear a morepork or 

several. A 30-minute easy walk will take you through the entire reserve. 

 

 

WILLIAM HARTREE MEMORIAL SCENIC RESERVE: Mrs Audrey Hartree, 

whose family were, and still very much are, active conservationists, 

donated the area in memory of her late husband in 1962. Drive for 6 km 

past Patoka and look out for a sign on the left. The walking tracks, which 

range from a twenty minute stroll to a one hour workout, give a good 

insight into the varied regenerating vegetation. One attractive feature in 

the reserve is the amount of mistletoe growing throughout the area.  

 

Puketitiri is the gateway to the Kaweka Forest 

Park. Mangatutu Hot Springs is a popular DOC camping, picnic and fishing 

spot.  It’s a starting point for tramping, hunting or day walks up the Mohaka 

River and for further adventures into the park. There are picnic tables and 

toilets located in secluded clearings among the manuka surrounds, and 

access tracks descending to the Mohaka River. The main features here are the thermal springs. The 

water trickles down a riverside bluff and after a short way is channelled into two pools. Makahu Road 

access to Mangatutu Hot Springs is gravel, narrow and winding with a vehicle ford across a stream to 

negotiate. For more information, bookings etc., check out:- www.doc.govt.nz   Photo courtesy of DOC. 
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Encouraging kids to learn about 

nature and conservation and letting 

them experience and enjoy the 

great outdoors is a fun way to 

educate and inform the next generation. 

 

Forest and Bird has two active branches of its junior Kiwi 

Conservation Club in the Hawke’s Bay area.  They’re in 

Hastings/Havelock North and Central Hawke’s Bay. 

Branches organise their own activities throughout the year 

and a lot of events and outings are planned for 2021.  

E-Mail:- centralhawkesbay@kcc.org.nz and hastingshavelocknorth@kcc.org.nz for details. 

 

Forest & Bird also has a youth division now - for those aged between 14 and 25. Currently, there isn’t 

a Hawke’s Bay hub but there might be young people keen to start one. If you’re interested, check out:- 
https://www.forestandbird.org.nz/our-community/forest-bird-youth or  https://www.facebook.com/forestandbirdyouth/  
 

YOUNG FARMERS:  Lots of schools are helping their students learn where food 

comes from, how to grow it and how to minimise waste.  Year 3 and 4 pupils at 

Te Mata School have their very own worm farm. During school time the 

students take turns at chopping up food waste and feeding the worms. They 

also make sure the worms have plenty of water and keep out pests like snails. 
 

Harrison Baty is a very keen worm farmer and told me that he likes to help care 

for the worm farm in the holidays when it is taken home to be looked after. His 

jobs include keeping it watered, because the worms love moist conditions and 

draining the ‘worm wee’ which he uses to fertilize the passion fruit and feijoa 

trees. They love it… “Well done!” to all concerned in getting the kids interested. 

 

I met Flaxmere Primary School Principal, Robyn Isaacson 

while walking in Keirunga Gardens and she told me that the 

students have been nurturing their school orchard since it 

was established by a past Deputy Principal, Rod Spriggens 

over 10 years ago.  This year, students have enjoyed the 

fruits of their labour - home-grown apples, plums and various 

citrus fruits. Not only do they observe the school’s beehives 

but they also manage two worm farms.  Robyn tells me that 

birds love the now mature grapevines and use the nesting 

boxes placed in the area and that the water pump provides a picturesque watering spot for them 

during the hot summer months.  Students plan to gather data and info around the species that visit 

the orchard and decide how they can further establish the area to support their feathered friends. 

 

 

Do you know of a school which has an interesting environmental programme or project on the go?   If 

so, please send me a good photo and some information and I’ll include it in a future newsletter. 

 

In October 2020, Kiwis for kiwi opened a new kiwi crèching facility in Napier. This 

facility is home to around 20 juvenile kiwi chicks at any one time. During their stay, 

the chicks learn how to forage for food and grow to a ‘stoat-proof’ weight of 1kg, so 

they have more of a fighting chance of looking after themselves when they’re 

released into the wild. When they reach the desired weight, the birds are put into 

specially prepared travel boxes and driven into forest sites that are under stringent 

predator control for release. Photo: A juvenile kiwi arrives at the dedicated kiwi crèche 

in Napier, where he will stay for the next few months before being released into the wild.  

Water for Wildlife:  If you know anyone who takes the trouble to put out water 

stations for local wildlife, a good tip I was told about, is to put a small stick 

into the container.  This gives bees, cicadas and other insects an escape route 

should they fall in while trying to get a drink, otherwise they could drown.  

The water should be changed every few days to keep it fresh, as it will get dirty 

from birds bathing in it or tainted by falling leaves if it’s placed under trees.  
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PICTURE PERFECT 

 

This unusual and very attractive photo was 

taken by a young Brazilian friend, Paula 

Ceccona Ribiero, who has a great eye for 

composition and sent me an amazing 

selection of gorgeous photos before she 

returned home after lockdown last year. 

 

White doves actually belong to the same 

bird family as the everyday pigeon you see 

in your neighbourhood. Although they are 

similar to pigeons, the major difference 

between them is that the common pigeon 

is a bit larger. 

 

Amazingly, there are over 300 species of 

doves and pigeons. They are omnivorous, 

and can be found eating berries, fruit, 

grains, nuts and seeds as well as dining out on earthworms, insects and snails in the wild. 

 

White doves could be expected to live for 3 to 5 years in their natural habitat but their colour can 

make them a target for predators. If they are cared for as domestic pets, they can live up to 15 years. 

 

NEW WETLANDS:  Wetlands are considered the most biologically diverse 

of all ecosystems, and occur naturally on every continent 

except Antarctica. Inhabited by a huge variety of plant and animal life, 

they also provide a nurturing environment for many bird species. 

 

The Hawke’s Bay Regional Council has been busy over the past few 

months creating new wetlands in multiple sites along the 

Karamū Stream. Open Spaces Team Leader, Russell Engelke, mentioned 

that, among many other benefits, the work will enrich habitat, reduce erosion, increase shading 

effects on the waterways to improve water quality, create wildlife corridors, enhance recreational, 

cultural and aesthetic qualities, improve biodiversity and resilience in the natural ecosystems, help 

manage stormwater run-off and enable education. Winter plans include ten planting days.  Details of 

these will be published in the media and on the council’s website:- www.hbrc.govt.nz   

 

POOR PARROTS:  WATCHDOG!, the local animal welfare group founded in 

2014, helped expose the prolonged, inhumane treatment which Hastings 

District Council had inflicted on its cockatoos and other large parrots, caging 

them for donkey’s years in a space which was so small, they couldn’t fly.  

 

WATCHDOG! ruffled feathers when it booked two full-page advertisements in 

the Hastings Leader to alert an upset public about the birds’ pitiful situation. 

 

It took community concern, a petition signed by 

nearly 1,800 people and a complaint to the SPCA to 

finally free the birds from Council’s horrible cages. 

 

The SPCA’s Animal Welfare Position Statement is 

crystal clear:- ‘SPCA opposes keeping birds in cages 

where they are unable to properly exercise and fly.’ 

 

We found out there is no Code of Welfare for captive birds in New Zealand. 

There are many birds trapped in small cages nationwide which have a 

wretched existence and the Animal Welfare Act 1999 is clearly failing them.  

 

WATCHDOG! asked NAWAC (National Animal Welfare 

Advisory Committee) to invite HUHA, PAW JUSTICE, MPI, 

SAFE and the SPCA to work on the anomaly. This may take 

time because there are other competing priorities but we’ll 

collate ideas for a draft code that NAWAC can consider. If our 

efforts can be the catalyst for change, that would be great. 

Council had let Chucky get into a 

terrible state. 

http://www.hbrc.govt.nz/


Volunteers play a vital role in the day to day running of the sanctuary, 

potting up thousands of plants, planting trees and shrubs, checking the 

integrity of the predator fence, weeding, monitoring traps, caring for 

the whole range of native birds and assisting with many other jobs. 

Among the 130 active volunteers, there is a central hub which is fondly known as ‘Dad’s Army’. The 

moniker was coined by volunteer coordinator Stuart Foote’s wife Sue, when it was observed that the 

group consisted of men of a certain age and, within the cohort, there were some definite ‘characters’. 

 

The name stuck and, over the years, Dad’s 

Army has been responsible for completing a 

number of significant projects at the 

sanctuary. Their most recent mission, the 

building of a volunteers’ retreat known as the 

Church Hall is their most ambitious 

undertaking to date.  Situated some 6 kms 

from the main office, the building offers 

volunteers million-dollar ocean views and is a fabulous location in which to enjoy some family time. 

 

I spoke with Paul Dippie, who project-managed the build and he told me that Andy and Liz Lowe had 

been very generous with their contribution of all the materials.  The rota of multi-skilled Dad’s Army 

volunteers completed all of the trade work and, including the decks, the new-build is around 100 m².  
 

The building of Church Hall came hot on the heels 

of another pretty amazing project, the construction 

of huge raised vegetable gardens, close to the new 

nursery. Here, a wide range of delicious home-

grown veggies are produced and given to 

volunteers as a practical ‘Thank You’ for their help. 

 

An earlier enormous asset which Paul and other 

volunteers created is the Kotahi Aviary, where 

the DOC-rated ‘Nationally Critical’ shore plovers’ 

captive breeding programme is located. 

The 80 m x 12 m aviary with eight separate 

flights was completed in 2018, along with a 

two-flight quarantine aviary and a brood-house. 

 

Among the sanctuary’s volunteers are retired doctors, engineers, farmers, tradesmen, lawyers and 

helicopter pilots plus lots of ladies who, collectively, bring a wealth of knowledge and practical skills. 
 

The Dad’s Army team, along with all the other valued volunteers have put 

in literally thousands of unpaid hours over the years which has helped 

developments at The Cape Sanctuary evolve at an impressive pace. 

 

Andy and Liz put on a splendid Christmas party for the volunteers and it 

was clear that they are very grateful for the community input which has 

helped the sanctuary become a remarkably successful conservation 

venture. A shared vision from fifteen years ago is now a reality. 

 

 

Would you like to volunteer your time and energy in this amazing place? 

Just e-mail:- volunteer@capesanctuary.co.nz 

 

If you know of a conservation champion or something relevant going on in Hawke’s Bay, please let 

me know and I’ll be happy to follow it up:- jessicamaxwell2017@gmail.com 

 

 

“The greatness of a nation and its 

moral progress can be judged by the 

way its animals are treated.” 
 

 

 

 

       Mohandas (Mahatma) Gandhi 
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