
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WINDSOR PARK in Hastings has a long and interesting history, starting 

in 1885 when Thomas Tanner created a park of 44 acres (18 hectares) 

as he subdivided 1,000 acres of his Riverslea Estate for sale. 
 

In 1889, when he got into financial difficulties, the Riverslea Estate, 

including the park, was sold to a syndicate of three men, one of whom 

was John Beatson. It was then known as Beatson’s Park and was sold 

to the council in 1912 for £4,000 ($7,600).  In 1935, to commemorate 

the Silver Jubilee of King George V, it was renamed Windsor Park. Christmas 1960 thanks to The Knowledge Bank 
 

During the Great Depression of the late 1920s and early 1930s, 

unemployment work schemes created a boating lake from part of 

the Makirikiri Creek, along with other improvements. The Art Deco-

styled bridges that remain in place today were completed in 1934 

(the date marked on the bridges) and were built using rubble from 

the Hastings CBD following the 1931 Hawke's Bay earthquake. 
 

Around 1946, several more properties at the Grove Road end of the 

park, including an orchard, were purchased which added another 

27 acres (11 hectares). 
 

Since the park was created, there 

has been a golf course (1924 – 

1946), a swimming pool, netball 

and tennis courts (now closed and 

moved to the Mitre 10 Park).  

 

Cricket, football and other sports 

are played during the year. 
 

Next door to Hastings’ popular 

waterpark, Splash Planet, which was closed for the 2021 season 

due to COVID restrictions but scheduled to re-open in November, Windsor Park is a popular spot in the 

summer for family sports and picnics, with a free-to-use barbecue and picnic tables.  Mature trees 

provide welcome shade during the hotter months. 
 

Paths skirting the perimeters of the grassed sports fields make the park a 

popular destination for walkers, runners and cyclists. There are ducks, mainly 

mallard, in the pond behind the Top Ten Holiday Park and along the Awahou 

Stream and there is an attractive rose garden set among a variety of large 

trees which can be accessed from Terrace Road. It’s a nice place to relax in. 
 

The installation of the park’s fully 

fenced playground was a joint 

project between Hastings Host 

Lions Club and Hastings District 

Council in 2015. Play equipment 

caters for all ages of children and 

includes a climbing web, swings, 

seesaw, pirate ship, slides and a 

large climbing frame. 
 

 

Photos provided by Playground Centre.  For more info about the Playground Centre’s Windsor Park Case Study, go to:- 

https://www.playgroundcentre.com/showcases/windsor-park-hastings/ 
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CONSERVATION CHAMPION: On 21 April, the UN Environment 

Programme (UNEP) announced that Sir David Attenborough, the 

most influential conservationist of our lifetime, is the recipient 

of the United Nations’ highest environmental honour, 

the Champions of the Earth Lifetime Achievement Award for his 

dedication to research, documentation and advocacy for the 

protection of nature and its restoration.  Photo credit: The Guardian  
 
 

 

 

 “Sir David Attenborough has devoted his life to documenting the 

love story between humans and nature, and broadcasting it to the world. If we stand a chance of 

averting climate and biodiversity breakdowns and cleaning up polluted ecosystems, it’s because 

millions of us fell in love with the planet that he showed us on television,” said Inger Andersen, UNEP 

Executive Director. “Sir David’s work will continue to inspire people of all ages to care for nature and 

to become the restoration generation.” 

 

After seven decades as a broadcaster, natural historian, author, environmental advocate and a role 

model with his unique presentation style and global reach, there could be no more worthy recipient.  

 

WHIO SIGHTING:  Four members of the Napier Tramping Club were at the 

Te Puia Hut in the Kawekas recently and were treated to a rare sight.  They 

saw two groups of well-camouflaged whio (blue duck) in the Mohaka River 

- one opposite the hut and the other near the Mangatainoka Hot Springs.  

 

The birds have a DOC status of ‘Nationally Vulnerable’.  Photo credit:  Sue Martin 
 

I had a lucky sighting too. On 9 May, a very rare black fantail flitted about in the 

cherry tree within two metres of my window for about twenty seconds before 

darting off to its next port of call.  I didn’t have time to get a photo but the first I 

knew black fantails even existed was when a reader sent me two photos of one she 

had seen when walking a South Island track last year.  They make up only 5% of 

the fantail population. I featured the photos in the newsletter but never thought I 

would see one close-up and in my own garden.      Black fantail photo credit: Melissa Broadman 
 

CITIZEN SCIENTISTS:  Hawke’s Bay was one of eight regions across the country 

and 445 cities around the world to join in this year’s City Nature Challenge. The 

aim of the friendly four-day bio-blitz style competition from 29 April to 2 May 

was to record as many species as possible.  

 

This year, our second year participating, Hawke’s Bay made 1,090 photographic 

observations (more than twice last year’s total) covering 399 different species. 

Observations were made across the rohe from Te Urewera to Mahia Peninsula, throughout Napier and 

Hastings and south to Waipawa.  

 

Photos submitted were varied and included a Raukawa Gecko (pictured 

above), Orange Pore Fungus, Bristle Cage Worm, and a Dwarf Violet Snail.  

 

Globally, 67,220 participants recorded 1,694,877 observations covering 

50,176 species of which 2,244 were rare or endangered species.  The most 

photographed species was the common dandelion.  

 

Well done to the team at Biodiversity Hawke’s Bay for signing up Hawke’s Bay for another year and 

iNaturalist for being the platform to undertake such a large-scale citizen science event. 

 

COMMUNITY PLANTING DAY:  The dumping of an old sofa beside Te Karamū 

Stream took the concept of outdoor living too far.  How disgusting.  The 

Regional Council’s Works Group recently removed the eyesore and a whole 

lot of other junk from the area as well as rubbish from the Herehere Stream. 

It’s great to see a start being made to clean up the Havelock North streams.  

 

A community planting day is planned for Tuesday 7 

June along the Herehere Stream adjacent to the 

James Wattie Retirement Village on Te Aute Road, 

starting at 10 a.m. 

Hawke’s Bay Regional Councillor, Hinewai Ormsby, 

and husband Cam have donated 1,000 home-grown 

natives and anyone who wants to help is welcome. 

https://www.unep.org/championsofearth/
https://www.unep.org/championsofearth/laureates/2021/sir-david-attenborough
https://www.unep.org/interactive/ecosystem-restoration-people-nature-climate/en/index.php


PICTURE PERFECT 

 

Local wildlife photographer, Chris Helliwell took this 

lovely shot of a paradise duck with her ducklings. 
 

This species is the second-most abundant waterfowl in 

New Zealand (after mallard) and, despite some 200,000 

being shot annually, numbers are still increasing.  Last 

year, I had the pleasure of seeing six pairs fly over Te 

Karamū Stream, circle round and land on the water.  

 

Size-wise, it is in-between a large duck and a small 

goose; a conspicuous and colourful species with 

contrasting male and female plumages. The female is 

easy to identify as she is a rich, chestnut brown with a distinctive white upper neck and head while 

the male is dark grey or black with a dark head, tinged with iridescent green. Both have chestnut 

under-tails and a dash of white on the wings. 

 

Paradise ducks like pasture grasses and clover, eating a broad range of leaves, seeds, herbs, some 

aquatic plants and invertebrates. Eggs are laid in August/September and hatch some 30-35 days 

later. Parents will perform a broken-wing display to distract predators away from the nest. 
 

The annual communal moult is from January-March. Birds gather in big numbers around large, 

isolated ponds, lakes, or on extensive riverbeds, to shed all wing feathers. 

You can view Chris’ wide range of lovely photos at www.nzexposed.co.nz 

 

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 

On Sunday 27 March 2022, Rotary 

celebrated 100 years in Australia 

and New Zealand. To recognise 

and celebrate this significant 

milestone, the progressive Rotary 

Club of Taradale, which has been 

responsible for planting thousands 

of trees and shrubs in Dolbel 

Reserve, planted another 2,000 native trees.  These were established around the new 

commemorative sign and up to and beyond the ridge behind. Neighbours, Rotarians and volunteers 

attended the ceremony as well as Napier City Councillor, Nigel Simpson.  

 

WILLING WORKERS 

I asked Rotary Club member, Mike 

Wong, where the plants came from 

and about the on-going workload 

taken on by the club.  

 

He told me that the natives were 

propagated by volunteers and then 

planted, watered, staked and 

weeded by their full team. 

During dry spells, or at times when there is high weed growth, some members undertake additional 

watering and weeding during the week in addition to the myriad of jobs carried out by the regular 

Tuesday morning work group. 

 

Mike said that members also undertake periodic maintenance work at the nearby Halliwell Reserve, 

which is now quite established and is well-managed by a passionate volunteer who lives close to it.  
 

Over the years, volunteers have formed steps, paths and ramps to improve safety and provide 

convenient access for visitors at both reserves.  These are locals who are making a real difference. 

 

 

Talking about planting… The Cape Sanctuary’s 

winter planting programme got off to an early 

start, thanks to the wetter than usual March. 

The plan is to get some 55,000 natives into the ground in the next three 

months. If you think you’d like to volunteer your time and energy to help 

out at this amazing place, just e-mail:- volunteer@capesanctuary.co.nz  

http://www.nzexposed.co.nz/
mailto:volunteer@capesanctuary.co.nz


GUARDIAN OF THE WILD  

 

Kaimanawa Heritage Horses (KHH) is a non-profit 

organisation dedicated to achieving positive outcomes 

for all Kaimanawa wild horses through welfare and 

rehoming.  It recently posted a good news story on its 

Facebook page. 
 

Firstly, none of the 89 horses mustered this year went 

to slaughter, thanks to a great team effort between 

members of the public who donated funds to allow 

more animals to be saved, those who offered to 

provide homes for horses, DOC, the NZ Army and KHH. 
 

One older stallion, known as Guardian, is a firm favourite of the 

army and has lived his whole life in Home Valley, not far from 

the army base.  Unfortunately, he was caught up in the muster 

and ended up in the yards with the other horses. The thought of 

him losing his home at such an age was devastating for the 

entire muster team.  

Very thankfully, common 

sense prevailed and DOC staff allowed him to be released, so 

he could return to the valley to live out his days.  

 

When the gate was opened, Guardian made his way out of the 

yards and, with a sense of quiet determination to get back to 

his old stomping ground, headed for home. KHH members 

followed his progress, allowing him to choose his own speed 

and waiting as he paused for the odd snack along the way.  

 

Maintaining a nice steady pace, he never looked back as he made his way over the hills and down 

into Home Valley, where he joined up with another of his older buddies.  Together, the two veterans 

carried on to the area where Guardian had been mustered from the previous day.  

 

The joy KHH supporters felt in knowing the old soldier would remain in his own familiar surroundings 

and be able to continue in his role as a great ambassador of the breed (and their willingness to 

interact with people) can’t really be expressed in words. The delight of realising he was safely back on 

his home turf, overlooking the entrance to the ranges, was shared by all.  

 

KHH thanked the awesome DOC team for their ongoing support and compassion for the Kaimanawa 

horses and the place they hold in the hearts of so many.  
 

There are a few of Guardian’s off-spring out in the big wide world beyond the ranges which will no 

doubt have inherited his calm presence. The message from KHH to Guardian was heartfelt… “Enjoy 

your well-earned freedom and we look forward to seeing you by the gate for many more years yet.”  

 

For more details about KHH’s good work, head to:- http://kaimanawaheritagehorses.org 

  

If you’re aware of a conservation champion or something relevant going on in Hawke’s Bay, please let 

me know and I’ll be happy to follow it up:-  jessicamaxwell2017@gmail.com 
 

 

‘Acquiring a dog 

may be the only time 

 a person gets 

 to choose a relative.’ 

http://kaimanawaheritagehorses.org/
mailto:jessicamaxwell2017@gmail.com

