
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

WAIPĀTIKI BEACH is a small coastal village situated in a little valley 

at the end of a road that branches off SH2, which is the main road 

from Napier to Gisborne. As the crow flies, the settlement is around 

20 kms north of Napier. 

 

After the turn-off and a distance of some 11 km, the windy road 

leads to a small sandy beach; first Tangoio Rd, then Waipātiki Rd. It 

could be described as a small beach-side community with 

alternative lifestyle residents. There are also many holidaymakers 

who visit and stay over the summer months.  

 

Outside the village lies the commercially exploited Waipātiki forest, but close to the settlement are 

some important remnants of protected native bush. There is also a small campsite, the Waipātiki 

Beach Farm Park. Waipātiki means ‘water of the flounder’ in Māori. It was once an estuarine valley, 

well-populated in pre-European times because the area was a rich source of flounder. The 1931 

Hawke’s Bay earthquake lifted the flats and, as a result, a stream system formed.  

 

 

I asked talented photographer Catherine Reeves 

who, along with husband Rob, has been a regular 

visitor to the area for the past twenty five years if 

she could send me some photos and tell me what 

she and Rob love about the place.  

 

 

When I saw the stunning pictures, I just went 

‘Wow!’ Spoiled for choice, I hope the ones I have 

chosen provide readers with a feel for the natural 

beauty and peacefulness here and encourage some of you to visit this special place.  

 

In Catherine’s own words… “We couldn’t believe 

what we’d found; an idyllic beach cove with golden 

sand, a delightful little river that opens in to a 

lagoon and an amazing coastal native forest 

peppered with sentinel kahikatea trees and 

plentiful nikau palms, right here in Hawke’s Bay.” 

 

“At first we would picnic by the river, swim in the 

sea, do the little bush walk and then head home restored. But, as we began 

to get to know Waipātiki, we found that there was so much more to discover; like the scramble up 

through the bush to the lookout and the views down over the settlement, to the beach itself and way 

back across to the Port of Napier. There are pohutukawa trees in abundance too, that are just glorious 

at Christmas time in all their festive shades of crimson.”  

 

“Our biggest surprise was the discovery of a 

stand of mature Californian redwoods in the 

Stuart McKinley Reserve; such an enchanting 

place with its own little meandering stream. We 

love to see the quaint old baches and take time 

to enjoy the kereru, tui, bellbirds and kōtare and 

forage a few rongoā plants as we slow down and 

soak in the peace and rejuvenation that this 

reserve offers. The free Little Red Bookshop housed in a telephone box is also a delight. Waipātiki is a 

place of unique taonga and richness that will keep us coming back again and again.” 
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TUSKER TRAGEDY:  In stark contrast to the great work being carried out 

by WWF and many other wildlife conservation organisations, it was 

sickening to read that a cowardly excuse for a man, Leon Kachelhoffer, 

shot and killed Botswana's biggest tusker elephant. It was reported that 

this despicable individual paid $50,000 for the ‘incredible privilege’ (his 

words) of shooting the unmissable, 50 year-old target on Botswana’s 

northern border with Namibia and said that he did so on behalf of a wealthy client.  

 

Tusker elephants are exceptionally rare with, perhaps, only twenty to forty left worldwide.  They have 

huge tusks which almost touch the ground, with the ivory in this tragic case reported to weigh 91 kg.  

 

Elephants are an endangered species and Botswana is home to around 130,000, so has one of the 

largest populations. In 2014, a nationwide trophy hunting ban was 

brought in by then President, Ian Khama, but it was scrapped in 2019 by 

his successor Mokgweetsi Masisi, a year after being elected.  

 

Any person with an ounce of humanity would agree that the only thing an 

elephant should be shot with is a camera. 
 

SIGNIFICANT DAMAGE IN TAINUI RESERVE MAN-MADE: 

As co-ordinator of Friends of Tainui Reserve, it’s extremely 

disappointing to report that the two large slips, which happened in 

late March, were caused by Greenstone Land Developments Ltd., 

discharging stormwater from its adjoining subdivision, into the 

reserve via a non-compliant drain situated at the top of a geo-

technically unstable hill… that poor decision in combination with 

the inaction of council managers.  HDC staff had two weeks from 

being first made aware of the pipe to oversee its removal before heavy rain came but, incredibly, they 

failed to do so. Council advised that the developers accepted liability and will pay remediation costs. 

It’s bad enough when Mother Nature wreaks havoc but when significant environmental damage is 

man-made and, in this case, should never have happened, it’s honestly inexcusable. Locals are livid. 

 

PALMBROOK PROGRESS:  On a positive note, the pro-

active Palmbrook Reserve Care Group has got to work 

on the old orchard dump-site which HBRC contractors 

removed to landfill last November and the remediated 

area is now well-planted with a nice variety of natives.  

 

As well as routine weeding and other maintenance 

chores, volunteers have established a number of ‘leaky’ dams across the Karituwhenua Stream and 

these simple constructions are now helping to control the rate of flow after heavy rain.  

 

Secretary, Heather Colville-Smith, tells me that co-ordinator, Mike Towns, is the glue 

that holds the group together - a good communicator who does a lot of the prep 

work before various working bees.  She adds that part of the enjoyment of the 

working bees is the social aspect when locals enjoy morning tea together. 
 

Mike, in turn, describes Heather’s husband Lester,    as a ‘committed volunteer’ and a 

‘one man gravelling machine’. Lester has recently retired and is spending a lot of 

time in the reserve, upgrading paths, building bridges and installing steps back up 

into the reserve above the walkway.  He says he’s fulfilling his dream that, when 

grandchildren come to visit, they can nip across the park to enjoy a ramble in nature.    

TRAINING DAY: Marilyn Scott let me know about a great opportunity 

for locals to be involved in an upcoming bird protection project.  

 

On Sunday 17 July the Save the Dotterels group is hosting a 

workshop from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. in Clive.  The aim is to gather and 

train a team of volunteers who are willing to give a few hours once a month to help protect the 

dotterels which nest on the nearby coastline during the annual breeding season of August to January.  

 

You can learn about these vulnerable coastal birds; help identify and mark nesting sites; monitor the 

nests/record any changes and be a presence on the beach to minimise disruption to their nests.  

 

The opportunity to get out into the fresh air and enjoy spectacular scenery is a bonus!  If interested, 

phone or text Marilyn on 021 024 13158 or e-mail her at:- scottruth7@gmail.com   

  Lester Colville-Smith 

mailto:scottruth7@gmail.com


PICTURE PERFECT 

 

Not only did Catherine Reeves provide the gorgeous 

photos for this month’s front page destination, she also 

sent me this fabulous photo of a very handsome adult 

black shag, aka a great cormorant, which she spotted 

near Pandora Pond, Napier, resplendent in its colourful 

breeding plumage.  

 

 

Black shags are found in a variety of habitats, including 

coastal waters, estuaries, harbours, rivers, streams, 

lakes and ponds, including up to the subalpine zone. 

 

The bird’s conservation status is ‘Naturally Uncommon’ 

so it was a fortuitous sighting. 

 

Black shags were persecuted for decades by anglers who 

believed that they ate large numbers of trout.  

 

While few are shot these days, it does still happen 

occasionally.  They mainly consume small and medium-

sized fish, less than 35 cm long from a variety of species, 

both pelagic (found in the ocean) and benthic (found in 

lakes and rivers). Common prey species include mullet, 

carp, red cod, spotties, smelt, eels, bullies, trout and 

perch. They also take freshwater crayfish, large 

invertebrates, molluscs and ducklings.  More information at:- www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz 2 

 

I didn’t realise that www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz  which is the digital 

encyclopaedia of New Zealand birds came under the wing of Birds 

New Zealand until recently.  

 

Birds New Zealand/Te Kāhui Mātai Manu o Aotearoa is the Ornithological Society for New Zealand 

and its mission is to foster the study, knowledge and enjoyment of birds. Its secretary, Lynne 

Anderson went to the annual conference in Christchurch last month and was happy to provide me 

with more interesting information about the well-used resource. 

 

“NZ Birds Online came about in 2010 and is the result of a considerable amount of voluntary work 

from committed ornithologists,” Lynne explained. 

 

“The site provides species information including:- Conservation status, 

identification, breeding and ecology, distribution and habitat. There are 

also photos for most species as well as an audible bird call!” 

 

Lynne said that the site is well-referenced and also provides other 

relevant links. “Just type in which bird you want to look up, for example, 

‘Dotterel’. If you’re unsure of the identity of the bird you saw – it can help 

with that too.  Most bird species found in New Zealand are included.” 
 

Birds New Zealand is always looking for new members. Each membership helps the study and 

research of birds which, in turn, leads to helping the survival of New Zealand birds.  Anyone is 

welcome to join and there is a local Hawke’s Bay ‘birding’ group that goes out on monthly field trips. 

Click on:- https://www.birdsnz.org.nz/membership/join-now/  
 

 

HEREHERE PLANTING:  Regional councillor, 

Craig Foss, organised a very successful planting 

day beside the Herehere Stream on 7 June, 

when some fifty residents from the James 

Wattie Retirement Village, working alongside 

sixty Hereworth students (more about them 

next month), neighbours and community supporters all toiled together 

to plant 1,000 natives, home-grown and donated by Cam and Hinewai 

Ormbsy.  Hinewai told me that about a dozen different plant types were chosen to provide variety. 

 

When asked how the day went, Craig summed it up with, “Brilliant! I’m totally rapt with the response, 

enthusiasm and result. Here’s hoping the Councils take note!” 

http://www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz/
http://www.nzbirdsonline.org.nz/
https://www.birdsnz.org.nz/membership/join-now/


WWF–NEW ZEALAND is part of the 

world’s largest and most experienced 

independent conservation organisation 

which has close to five million 

supporters and a global network active 

in more than one hundred countries. 

 

I contacted its Wellington office to find 

out what WWF-New Zealand does and 

Rebecca Smith, its Donor Care Manager, was very 

helpful. She told me, “We are a science-based 

organisation and believe in working collaboratively 

with tangata whenua, the NZ Government, industry, 

NGOs and communities to make systematic and 

lasting positive impact for nature, people and our planet. We have warned for decades that humans 

are writing cheques our planet can’t cash. Now, the alarm sirens are screaming.”  

“The way we feed and fuel our 21st 

century lifestyles continues to 

fundamentally change our planet 

beyond the point it can sustain us. 

 

It’s leaving every single species on 

Earth vulnerable, particularly to 

disease, climate change, food 

security, and habitat loss. 

If we don’t do something now, 

those changes will be permanent. Then it won’t just be plants and animals suffering, it will be us.” 

 

“Planet Earth cannot sustain our way of life.  Mass extinctions are 

occurring, we are feeling the worsening impacts of climate change and 

nature is being lost at unprecedented rates. 

The decisions we make this decade will decide the fate of our planet.  We 

need urgent and ambitious action to put nature on the path to recovery.” 

 

As the world’s leading conservation organisation, WWF uses its influence 

to advocate for nature-focused policies and practices on a                                  

national and global scale.  

 

WWF-New Zealand’s mission is to stop the degradation of the 

planet’s natural environment and to build a future in which New 

Zealanders live in harmony with nature by:- 

 Conserving the world’s biological diversity. 

 Ensuring that the use of renewable natural resources is 

sustainable. 

 Promoting the reduction of pollution and wasteful 

consumption. 
 

Because the sea temperature is rising due to global warming, New Zealand’s entire marine 

environment is under threat. WWF’s focus here is on looking after our ocean and unique marine 

ecosystems.  It also works with local communities to protect our endangered species and look after 

this beautiful country’s amazing native bush and landscapes.  

 

For more information about WWF-New Zealand, head to:- https://www.wwf.org.nz  

 

Photos from the top:- Māui dolphin; wētāpunga (giant weta); kōkako; Bryde's whale and kororā (little blue penguin). 
 

If you’re aware of a conservation champion or something relevant going on in Hawke’s Bay, 

please let me know and I’ll be happy to follow it up:- jessicamaxwell2017@gmail.com 

 

           Do you ever look at your dog and think…. 

              “How did I get so lucky?” 

https://www.wwf.org.nz/
mailto:jessicamaxwell2017@gmail.com

