Steve Gibson Interview – Duncan Garner Podcast – 10 April 2026

BB Editor and Steve Garner in italics

Editor: Referring to the three mayors and CEOs involved in Local Water Done Well, Gibson comments: It’s all woke idealism. They’re all woke down here ...

I got such a shock when I came onto this council, how woke it was. And the problem is, we've got 15 councillors, and you know, I might be a pale male stale or whatever they call me, I'll accept it, no, and I'll own it. That's fine. 

But the problem with council, it is full of middle aged woke women, and they're running the show. You've got demasculated (sic) males surrounding them that won't stand up because they're afraid of being called a racist or a sexist.

Problem with the media is it they won't do they won't do this stuff for fear of being called racist. I mean, call me racist or call me whatever. I mean, all I'm all I'm trying to on this podcast is highlight, highlight, what's going on out there. Because the public actually don't know, unless they unless they tune in and engage with the Council, which another must have done, they don't know what's going on. And then suddenly it's going to be all signed away, and they're going to wonder who made that decision. Well, guess what?

What about National ... How do you feel? 

They just wait. They're not standing up. I mean, I'm getting support about the flag issue. What was that back in November, December this past year? 

Remind me what happened there. 

So the council and their wisdom decided it was a good idea to put the New Zealand flag on the floor in our art gallery with the writing, please walk on me. And it was laid out so people could actually walk on it. I walked up there, and we just take a step onto the flag to see if anyone would stop me. Obviously, I didn't, and no one did. In fact, they actively encouraged it. So I made a stand, and eventually that many people got up in arms that got flogged and they got removed as a result of that. But yeah, of course, I've had an investigation against me for bullying, for God's sake, yeah, I don't know what. I still don't know, but this day, what on earth I did, as was bullying. 

Whose idea was it to trample on the thing?

Well, it will be whoever manages the art gallery. It's paid for by the ratepayer. So it's a council run operation. They say it runs independently, but it's not 100% rate payer.

You talk about the woke women and the emasculated men. 

Just watch the council meeting. And last Thursday, I was just getting attacked. Got referred to as couldn't lead a conga line for God's sake.

Yeah, it’s just criticizing the popular because I got highest polling councillor. The people voted me in for a reason, because I stand up against the nonsense. In February, we got made to go to a council meeting was held at a local marae, and we got we were told we had to attend. I said, No, I've had enough of this. I'm happy to do the welcoming, but I'm not going to go and pay till now $1,000 of rate powers money to be hosted for a council meeting and a marae. When we've got a council building, we can have it for free. Yes, we consult with Maori, but we should be consulting with all 160 nationalities in New Zealand, right? Not just Maori. We consult with everybody. That's Council's role is, well, you have to, you have to consult with your community. 

What, what was the, what was the whole um, idea? 

Oh, woke idealism, of course. What else will it be? Of course, I got in the shit for that, and it went nationally, all over the media, and of course, you get labeled as a racist and all that nonsense as well. The ME TOO generation is quickly label you. 

Is yours just one voice. You got any mates on council that are helping you? 

Yeah? Simon Nixon, he's awesome. He has all my motions. He's not afraid. Yeah, I know Simon, yeah, there are other voices, but they know they're defeated, because we're in a minority, right? We might be four or five of us. 

What's your fear? Where does this end? Where does it lead to?

Yeah, well, that's the problem. This is that the camel in the tent, right? You know that parable, yeah, the man in the tent, and the camel says, put my nose in the tent. Then he next night, he says, gonna pop my head in the tent. And this carries on and camel’s inside the tent, and pushes the mate out of the tent. And, you know, keep giving an inch. And then Māori will eventually take over everything, and they'll be charging us for water. That's what will happen. 

[Digression into national election politics, then back to HDC.]

How's it, how's it impacting on, you know, with council decision making, do you see bad decisions as a result? 

Yeah? Well, this is $14 million is going to be used to set up this new entity that we're already doing in house, right? So it's 14 million extra, and it's all getting tipped out. So that's going to go against the whoever's got a water connection. So you are being rated by this water entity. It is a rate. It is just like a council. 

Well, I mean, we were really good in Fielding ... we had one asset manager controlling the roads, everything between two councils, and we've got eight group managers here, one for each department. Like it's so top heavy, it's not funny. We could have a shared service with Napier. 

And you've got 15 elected councils? 

Oh, that's why we've got, you're not getting good quality people applying for too many. 15 councillors in Hastings. 
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